
UPAC Allocation Night Minutes 
Date: 03/14/23 
 
Organization Name: Iranian Student Association 
Budget(s) to be Reviewed: Program 
 

Committee: NAT 

Committee Chair: Chris Boyd 

UPAC Advisor: Linh 

Committee 
Members: 

Karthik, Aidan, Fred, Yingxin, Elonie 

Minutes Taker(s): Fred, Yingxin 

SCT Member(s): Cassandra 

 
Organization 
Presenter: 

Mohammad Elmi 

Presenter’s 
Email: 

Email of Presenter 

 

Minutes: 
 

Description of the Budget: 

This event will be a documentary screening followed by a panel discussion related to the 
documentary and its contents. The documentary is "752 is not a number". This documentary 
is about Ukraine International Flight 752, which was shot down by the IRGC in 2020. This 
documentary focuses on the efforts of Dr. Esmaeilion, who has lost his wife and daughter in 
this flight, for justice. At the panel discussion section, there will be some guests to speak 
about the documentary like the producer of the documentary. 
Questions from the Committee: Responses from the Presenter: 

1. Have you paid for anything yet? 1. No 
2. How does this event enhance the 

out of classroom experience here 
at UP?  

2. It’s a documentary which we are 
planning to screen showing the flight 752 
which contained PhD students who 
wanted to go to Canada to continue their 
education. We want to make awareness 
about the flight to other students, 
friends, and the people here. Watching 
the documentary gives students insight 
into what is happening around the world. 
It discusses the different people on the 
flight. 



3. Is this event open to everyone? 3. Yes 
4. What is the primary purpose of 

this event? 
4. We are going to screen the documentary 

about what happened to flight 752 which 
was shot down by the IRGC. By doing so, 
we spread awareness about what 
happened to that flight. It also discusses 
what is being done to look for justice. 

5. How do you plan to advertise this 
event? 

5. Through social media and via websites, 
as well as flyers are posted throughout 
the Hub.  

6. How did you select the honoraria 
to participate in the discussion? 

6. Planning to invite victim’s family 
members. We kept in touch with the 
families, four of which are joining the 
program without any honoraria fee 
besides paying for their lodging. 

7.  How do you plan to cover the 
portion of costs UPAC may not be 
able to cover? 

7. By donations 

8.  8.  

9.  9.  
10.  10.  

 

Committee Discussion: 

SCT: This event will provide a great perspective for this documentary. 
 
CM 1: Being an international student, there is a fear of going on a flight which makes it very 
scary being a part of the international community and hearing about how their death 
affected their family and ended their lives. 
 
Chair: In a little bubble, we have a lot of privilege where we may not need to worry about 
some things. Being at an education institution, there are more opportunities to learn about 
the people around us and the reality some people face. Can understand and appreciate and 
take the time to listen to others and reflect.  

 
SCT Recommendation: 

Recommendation: Full funded to cap.  $8,464.00  
Amount Funded: $8,464.00 

2nd By: Fred 

Equipment Breakdown 
(If needed) 

1. Item 
2. Item 
3. Item 
4. Etc. 

1. $XXX 
2. $XXX 
3. $XXX 
4. Etc. 

Vote: 5-0 



 
Additional Recommendations: 
Recommendation: 
Comments: 
Vote: 
 



UPAC Allocation Night Minutes 
Date: 03/14/23 
 
Organization Name: Nritya 
Budget(s) to be Reviewed: Program 
 

Committee: NAT 

Committee Chair: Chris Boyd 

UPAC Advisor: Linh 

Committee 
Members: 

Karthik, Fred, Aidan, Yingxin, Elonie 

Minutes Taker(s): Fred, Yingxin  

SCT Member(s): Name of SCT Members 

 

Organization 
Presenter: 

Hridya Rao 

Presenter’s 
Email: 

Email of Presenter 

 

Minutes: 
 

Description of the Budget: 

Central Pennsylvania’s premier Indian Music and Dance event, returning this year from April 
7th to April 9th, Happy Valley Performing Arts Festival 2023. This festival is going to feature 
top artists in Indian Classical Arts from all over the world, to provide an enriching cultural 
experience to Penn State Students. Artists representing various Indian classical arts will be 
coming to Penn State to perform, and provide an educational/cultural experience to students 
and the community members. Artists representing Hindustani Vocals, Ghazal singing, 
Yakshagana and Kuchipudi Dance, and Carnatic Vocals have been invited. 
Questions from the Committee: Responses from the Presenter: 

1. Have you paid for anything yet? 1. No 
2. How does this enhance the out of 

classroom experience? 
2. The events conducted is the only avenue 

to be exposed to Indian classical and 
some of the arts and dance are only 
available at this event. We bring more 
reputable artists who receive rewards 
worldwide for their expertise in the 
Indian classical genre. This creates a good 
learning experience for those in 
attendance. 



3. Is this event open to all University 
Park students? 

3. Yes 

4. What was the selection process 
for your honoraria? 

4. Previously you didn’t have the 
opportunity to host these types of events 
given covid. Last fall was the first time 
that you all have been able to host an 
event of this nature however it featured 
artists who were more so Hindustani. 
This year you have the opportunity to 
invite artists who will share ghazal, 
Kuchipudi, and Yakshagana.  

5. What is the primary purpose of 
this event? 

5. To give exposure of Indian culture to all 
students in the UP campus and faculty 
members. Also give students on campus 
who are familiar with Indian culture an 
opportunity to delve deeper into this 
culture with these experts.  

6. How will you cover the cost UPAC 
will not cover? 

6. Have funds from previous ticket sales 
and donations which are approximately 
$1900, asking supporters for more 
donations and sales from ticketing this 
event. 

7. How do you plan to market this 
event?  

7. Did preliminary exposure. Make a poster 
on campus venues, newsletters, 
collegian, downtown state college as 
well. Physical posters in venues around 
State college. Banner posters and do the 
elevator pitch and toilet paper news 
around campus. Plan to reach out to 
other organizations to spread the word 
especially on Instagram and Facebook. 

8. What platform do you plan on 
using for ticketing this event? 

8. Physical ticket sales and collecting cash in 
the cash box. 

9.  9.  

10.  10.  

 

Committee Discussion: 

SCT: Everything on the budget is straightforward. 5 honoraria, lodging, travel expenses 
 
CM: I think it’s important because not many cultural events cover Indian classical music, so I 
think it’s important. Also, people have different cultures, so I understand how Indian classical 
music is important to Indians and others as well. 
 



 
SCT Recommendation: 

Recommendation: Full funding to cap. $37,401.26 

Amount Funded: $37,401.26 

2nd By: Karthik 

Equipment Breakdown 
(If needed) 

1. Item 
2. Item 
3. Item 
4. Etc. 

1. $XXX 
2. $XXX 
3. $XXX 
4. Etc. 

Vote: 5-0 

 
Additional Recommendations: 
Recommendation: 
Comments: 
Vote: 
 



UPAC Allocation Night Minutes 
Date: 03/14/23 
 
Organization Name: Japanese Friendship 
Budget(s) to be Reviewed: Program 
 

Committee: HAT 

Committee Chair: Alexa 
UPAC Advisor: Trevor 

Committee 
Members: 

Liam, Rohan, Yidi, Shahid 

Minutes Taker(s): Liam, Shahid 

SCT Member(s): Chris 

 

Organization 
Presenter: 

Sterling Carbin 

Presenter’s 
Email: 

sac6176@psu.edu 
 
 
 

 

Minutes: 
 

Description of the Budget: 

Matsuri will bring the Japanese Festival experience to Penn State by holding stalls and 
performances that all relate to Japanese Culture. In Japan, these festivals are held frequently 
throughout Spring and Summer for guests to enjoy food, small games and traditional dance 
performances. JFA will emulate that here, with a twist, by having fun carnival games, both 
traditional and westernized. There will also be performances from fellow student 
organizations and interactive games on stage. Our theme this year is "Travelling Through 
Time" so the stalls will be split between traditional and modern Japan. This event strives to 
provide a cultural escape to Penn State and State College. All activities will introduce 
Japanese culture in multiple ways. 

Questions from the Committee: Responses from the Presenter: 

1. Have you paid for anything yet? 1. No not yet 
2. How will you pay for anything 

UPAC does not fund? 
2. Club funding and fundraisers 

3. How do you plan to advertise this 
event? (add UPAC logo) 

3. Instagram account, GroupMe group chat, 
and posters.  

4. Is this event open to all UP 
students? 

4. Yes 



5. Are there tickets? 5. No 
6. Do you have University approved 

storage? 
6. Keep at advisor’s office until storage 

space approved 

7. Is the Nintendo switch and TV 

essential? 

7. Holding a smash bros booth, essential 
because this would happen in a Japanese 
city’s festival as well. 

8. How did you determine your 
attendance? 

8. Previous year’s attendance around 300 

9. What items are being rented and 
what is being bought? 

9. Rented: banner, tents 

10. What is the lifespan and purpose 
of each item? 

10. Beyblades - 4 years Rendition of 
Japanese tops 

11. Balloons - 1 time use decoration 
12. Kiddie pool - 2 years scooping toys out 

the pool 
13. Gloves - sanitary 1 year 
14. Tug of war rope – 4 years, carnival game  
15. Plastic bags – 1 year sanitary 
16. Lawn signage – 2 years show location of 

booths 
17. Acrylic paint – 2 years design signs and 

flags 
18. Stamp – 4 years mark event completion 
19. Paper lanterns – 4 years design 
20. Entrance banner – 4 years divide 

different sections 
21. Plywood – Create booths 1 time use 
22. Cardboard – create posters 1 time use 
23. Flagpole – 4 years clarify activity booths 
24. Bamboo – 4 years , for traditional 

Japanese toys  
25. Extension cables – 4 years, for use with tv 

wires outside  
26. Metal wire – 4 years strap flags 
27. Yoyo – 1 time scoop out of pool 
28. Bouncy ball – 1 time use in kiddie pool 
29. Costumes – 4 years photo booths and 

performances 
30. Tents – 4 years booths 
31. Daiso logo -  4 years traditional toys 
32. Foam board sign – 1 time use for booth 

signage 



11. What is the plan in case of 
inclement weather? 

11. Reserved two days in case one has bad 
weather (4/1 & 4/2) 

12. Has your total cost change? 12. It might change, wanting to order from 
overseas. 

 

Committee Discussion: 
SCT: I feel like the event is very lovely. HE did a good job talking about how inclusive it is. I 
question a lot of items and how essential they are. Such items like the lanterns and nerf guns. 
 
CM1: This is a really good event and it is important for the diversity of campus. The lanterns 
seem important and will highlight their cultural symbolism and it should be funded. I am not 
sure about the nerf guns because of safety.  
 
CM2: The nerf guns do not seem to be very integral with a Japanese festival or games that 
are usually there.  
 
CM3: The nerf guns seem to be a creative way to do the carnival games with what they have. 

 
SCT Recommendation: 

Recommendation: Rentals  1,268.25 Equipment: 6645.84 
Amount Funded: 7,914.09 

2nd By: Liam 

Equipment Breakdown 
(If needed) 

1. Balloons 
2. Yoyo set -  section 3.1  
3. Yoyo balloon – section 3.1 
4. Paper scoop – section 3.1 

1. $0 
2. $0 
3. $0 
4. $0 

Vote: 4-0 
 
Additional Recommendations: 
Recommendation: 
Comments: 
Vote: 
 



UPAC Allocation Night Minutes 
Date: 03/14/23 

 

Organization Name: Sihk Student Association 

Budget(s) to be Reviewed: Program 

 

Committee: HAT 

Committee Chair: Mati 

UPAC Advisor: Trevor 

Committee 
Members: 

Liam, Shahid, Rohan, Yidi, Chris 

Minutes Taker(s): Liam and Shahid 

SCT Member(s): Sam L 

 

Organization 
Presenter: 

Jasmine Sandhu 

Presenter’s 
Email: 

jps6818@psu.edu 

 

Minutes: 

 

Description of the Budget: 

This is a cultural dance event by our student organization to celebrate the folk dance of 
Bhangra. Our event will feature dance performances by Penn State's dance teams 
showcasing Sher Bhangra and an outside DJ. Bhangra Resurrection is an event that has been 
held by the Sikh Student Association for several years in the past decade. We hope to 
introduce many others to our traditions, culture, dance, and music. 
 Simultaneously, this event is held around the time as Vaisakhi which is a festival that marks 
the start of the harvest season and coincides with the founding of the Sikh community. 
"Mela" means fair. As such, Vaisakhi Mela is planned to be a fair celebrating Punjabi culture 
through various dance performances, artists, traditional foods and stalls. 

Questions from the Committee: Responses from the Presenter: 

1. Have you paid for anything yet? 1. No 

2. How will you fund anything that 
UPAC does not fund? 

2. Fundraisers, Harrisburg temple 
donations, and ticket sales 



3. How did you choose this 
honorarium? 

3. Booked before for other events, reliable 
and will be culturally significant for south 
Asian and Punjabi music and culture. 
Experienced with college events. 

4. How will you be doing ticket sales? 4. Hub tabling, google form  
People will be on a list checked at the door 

5. Are tickets cheaper for UP 
students 

5. Yes 

6. What is the purpose and lifespan 

of each item 

6. Photobooth – Capture events happening 
there and take home a memory to look 
back on 

7. Henna Artist – Traditional thing done 
during a time of joy 

8. Dry ice machine for DJ (is it a fog 
machine because not allowed in HUB) - is 
a fog machine 

9. Table spanks – Carts that are decorated - 
cultural significance 4 years 

10. Flower Garland – To give the cultural 
appearance of the table carts 2 years 

11. Battery powered string lights – 
decorating carts 3 years 

12. Plug in string lights – decorating alumni 
hall to give it a cozy vibe 3 years 

13. Decorative kites – traditional item that 
during festivals families fly kites 2 years 

14. Rope - cart decoration, 4 years 
15. Indian traditional hanging ornament – 

hang off rope for cart decoration 2 years 
16. Wood round dowel - cart decoration, 4 

years 
17. Wooden base - cart decoration 4 years 
18. University police - security 

7. Do you have university approved 
storage 

19. Yes 

8. How did you come up with your 
attendance? 

20. Based on event that SSA put on before 
covid.  

9. How will you advertise the 
event?(Add UPAC logo as sponsor) 

21. Through instagram, flyers, outreach to 
other organizations for advertising. HUB 
tabling. 

10. Will this event be open to all UP 
students? 

22. Yes 

 



Committee Discussion: 

SCT: I love the program and org and I think we should fund this. 
 
CM1: I think it will be a great way to showcase their culture and share their community with 
Penn State 
 
CM2: This is a really cool event and I really liked how they are concerned with student safety, 
and I like this cultural event a lot. 
 
CM3: I don’t think the plug in string lights are necessary because they may be a decoration. 
In events in the past, the string lights have made a cozy vibe and they were integral to those 
events so I want to fund them.  
 
CM4: The precedent is to fund the photo booth so I think we should fund it because it is also 
necessary to remembering the program. 

 

SCT Recommendation: 

Recommendation: $11,441.12 

Amount Funded: Full funding 

2nd By: Liam 

Equipment Breakdown 
(If needed) 

1. Item 
2. Item 
3. Item 
4. Etc. 

1. $XXX 
2. $XXX 
3. $XXX 
4. Etc. 

Vote: 5-0 

 

Additional Recommendations: 

Recommendation: 

Comments: 

Vote: 
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